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CALL TO FASTING AND PRAYER FOR 

THE 2020 ELECTION 

The Great Litany  [BCP 148] 
 
O God the Father, Creator of heaven and earth, 
Have mercy upon us. 
 

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
Have mercy upon us. 
 

O God the Holy Ghost, Sanctifier of the faithful, 
Have mercy upon us. 
 

O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, one God, 
Have mercy upon us. 
 

Remember not, Lord Christ, our offenses, nor the offenses 
of our forefathers; neither reward us according to our sins. 
Spare us, good Lord, spare thy people, whom thou hast 
redeemed with thy most precious blood, and by thy mercy 
preserve us for ever. 
Spare us, good Lord. 
 

From all evil and wickedness; from sin; from the crafts and 
assaults of the devil; and from everlasting damnation,                                                                 
Good Lord, deliver us.   

From all blindness of heart; from pride, vainglory, and 
hypocrisy; from envy, hatred, and malice; and from all want 
of charity, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 
 

From all inordinate and sinful affections; and from all the 
deceits of the world, the flesh, and the devil, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 
 

From all false doctrine, heresy, and schism; from hardness 
of heart, and contempt of thy Word and commandment, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 
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From lightning and tempest; from earthquake, fire, and 
flood; from plague, pestilence, and famine, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 
 
From all oppression, conspiracy, and rebellion; from 
violence, battle, and murder; and from dying suddenly and 
unprepared, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 
 
By the mystery of thy holy Incarnation; by thy holy Nativity 
and submission to the Law; by thy Baptism, Fasting, and 
Temptation, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 
 
By thine Agony and Bloody Sweat; by thy Cross and Passion; 
by thy precious Death and Burial; by thy glorious Resurrection 
and Ascension; and by the Coming of the Holy Ghost, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 
 
In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in 
the hour of death, and in the day of judgment,                                                                                  
Good Lord, deliver us. 
 
We sinners do beseech thee to hear us, O Lord God; and that 
it may please thee to rule and govern thy holy Church 
Universal in the right way, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 
That it may please thee to illumine all bishops, priests, and 
deacons, with true knowledge and understanding of thy 
Word; and that both by their preaching and living, they may 
set it forth, and show it accordingly, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 
That it may please thee to bless and keep all thy people, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 
That it may please thee to send forth laborers into thy 
harvest, and to draw all mankind into thy kingdom, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 
That it may please thee to give to all people increase of grace 
to hear and receive thy Word, and to bring forth the fruits of 
the Spirit, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
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That it may please thee to bring into the way of truth all such 
as have erred, and are deceived, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to give us a heart to love and fear 
thee, and diligently to live after thy commandments, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee so to rule the hearts of thy servants, 
the President of the United States (or of this nation), and all 
others in authority, that they may do justice, and love mercy, 
and walk in the ways of truth, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to make wars to cease in all the world; 
to give to all nations unity, peace, and concord; and to 
bestow freedom upon all peoples, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to show thy pity upon all prisoners 
and captives, the homeless and the hungry, and all who are 
desolate and oppressed, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to give and preserve to our use the 
bountiful fruits of the earth, so that in due time all may enjoy 
them, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That It may please thee to inspire us, in our several callings, 
to do the work which thou gives us to do with singleness of 
heart as thy servants, and for the common good, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to preserve all who are in danger by 
reason of their labor or their travel, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to preserve, and provide for, all 
women in childbirth, young children and orphans, the 
widowed, and all whose homes are broken or torn by strife, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to visit the lonely; to strengthen all 
who suffer in mind, body, and spirit; and to comfort with thy 
presence those who are failing and infirm, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
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That it may please thee to support, help, and comfort all who 
are in danger, necessity, and tribulation, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to have mercy upon all mankind, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to give us true repentance; to forgive 
us all our sins, negligences, and ignorances; and to endue 
us with the grace of thy Holy Spirit to amend our lives 
according to thy holy Word, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to forgive our enemies, persecutors, 
and slanderers, and to turn their hearts, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to strengthen such as do stand; to 
comfort and help the weak-hearted; to raise up those who 
fall; and finally to beat down Satan under our feet, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to grant to all the faithful departed 
eternal life and peace, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to grant that, in the fellowship of 
Dunstan and all the saints, we may attain to thy 
heavenly kingdom, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

Son of God, we beseech thee to hear us. 
Son of God, we beseech thee to hear us. 
 

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world, 
Have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world, 
Have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world, 
Grant us thy peace. 
 

O Christ, hear us. 
O Christ, hear us. 
 
Lord, have mercy upon us. Kyrie eleison. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. or Christi eleison. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. Kyrie eleison. 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
V. O Lord, let thy mercy be showed upon us; 
R. As we do put our trust in thee. 
Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, who hast promised to hear the petitions of 
those who ask in your Son’s Name: We beseech you mercifully 
to incline your ear to us who have now made our prayers 
and supplications unto you; and grant that those things 
which we have asked faithfully according to your will, may be 
obtained effectually, to the relief of our necessity, and to the 
setting forth of your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. 
Amen.   
 
Almighty and everlasting God, who hates nothing that you 
have made and does forgive the sins of all those who are 
penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that 
we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 
wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, 
perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  [BCP p. 166, Ash Wednesday] 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all 
things in your well-beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided 
and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together 
under his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.   
[BCP 254, Of the Reign of Christ] 
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Lord God Almighty, who hast made all peoples of the earth 
for your glory, to serve you in freedom and peace: Grant to 
the people of our country a zeal for justice and the strength 
of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance 
with your gracious will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  [BCP 207, For the Nation] 

 

The Litany of Penitence [BCP 267] 

Most holy and merciful Father: 
We confess to you and to one another, 
and to the whole communion of saints 
in heaven and on earth, 
that we have sinned by our own fault 
in thought, word, and deed; 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and 
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven. 
Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 

We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us. 
We have not been true to the mind of Christ.  We have grieved your Holy Spirit.        
Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 

We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the 
pride, hypocrisy, and impatience of our lives, 
We confess to you, Lord. 
 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation 
of other people, 
We confess to you, Lord. 
 

Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those 
more fortunate than ourselves, 
We confess to you, Lord. 
 

Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and 
our dishonesty in daily life and work, 
We confess to you, Lord. 
 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to 
commend the faith that is in us, 
We confess to you, Lord. 
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Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done: 
for our blindness to human need and suffering, and our 
indifference to injustice and cruelty, 
Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our 
neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt toward those 
who differ from us, 
Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 

For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of 
concern for those who come after us, 
Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 

Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us; 
Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great. 
 

Accomplish in us the work of your salvation, 
That we may show forth your glory in the world. 

By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord, 
Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
desires not the death of sinners, but rather that they may turn 
from their wickedness and live, has given power and 
commandment to his ministers to declare and pronounce to 
his people, being penitent, the absolution and remission of 
their sins. He pardons and absolves all those who truly 
repent, and with sincere hearts believe his holy Gospel. 
Therefore we beseech him to grant us true repentance and his 
Holy Spirit, that those things may please him which we do on 
this day, and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure 
and holy, so that at the last we may come to his eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayers for National Life [BCP 820] 
18. For our Country 
 
Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our 
heritage: We humbly beseech thee that we may always prove 
ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. 
Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and 
pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; 
from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend 
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our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes 
brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. Endue 
with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in your Name we entrust 
the authority of government, that there may be justice and 
peace at home, and that, through obedience to thy law, we 
may show forth your praise among the nations of the earth. 
In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, 
and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; 
all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
19. For the President of the United States and all in Civil 
Authority 
O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We 
commend this nation to your merciful care, that, being guided 
by your Providence, we may dwell secure in your peace. Grant 
to the President of the United States, the Governor of this 
State, and to all in authority, wisdom 
and strength to know and to do your will. Fill them with the 
love of truth and righteousness, and make them ever mindful 
of their calling to serve this people in your fear; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

 
22. For Sound Government 
 

O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we 
may be a people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to 
other nations of the earth. 
Lord, keep this nation under your care. 
 

To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors 
of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in administrative 
authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties.                                              

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.   

To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our 
laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage, wisdom, and 
foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to 
fulfill our obligations in the community of nations. 
 

Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 
 

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding 
and integrity, that human rights may be safeguarded and 
justice served. 
 

Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 
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And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to 

accept their responsibilities to their fellow citizens, that they 
may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for 
the well-being of our society; that we may serve you 
faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name. 
For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as 
head above all. Amen. 

 

24. For an Election [BCP 822] 
Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers 
and privileges: Guide the people of the United States (or of 
this community) in the election of officials and representatives; 
that, by faithful administration and wise laws, the rights of 
all may be protected and our nation be enabled to fulfill your 
purposes; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
44. For the Future of the Human Race [BCP 828] 
O God our heavenly Father, you have blessed us and given us 
dominion over all the earth: Increase our reverence before 
the mystery of life; and give us new insight into your purposes 
for the human race, and new wisdom and determination in 
making provision for its future in accordance with your will; through                                  

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

 


